
I’m very proud of what you and I have achieved in 
the last year! 

In addition to making changes to our Migrant 
Worker Program to include cultural elements and 
mental health support, we have strengthened our 
relationships with our existing partners. We also 
embraced a new partnership in Mesoamerica. 

This past year we were inspired by so many 
stories: the resiliency of the Indigenous communi-
ties that work with our partner DESMI in Mexico, 
the creativity of the members of ACUDESBAL 
from the Bajo Lempa Region in El Salvador, and 
the strength of the girls supported by PIES in 
Guatemala who are survivors of various forms  
of abuse. 

Our partners are strong, resilient, and thriving. We 
are excited to continue working alongside them as 
we create new projects for 2025 and beyond. 

As we create new projects, the importance of 
human connection makes a huge difference. I’m 
very grateful to have had the opportunity to finally 
meet people in person, like community leader 
Blas Quintero (pictured), from ACUN in Panama. 
Blas has spent his entire adult life advocating 
and empowering Indigenous communities in 
the Ngäbe-Buglé region. He drives an old 2001 
Toyota pick-up truck on very narrow roads up and 
down the hills of Northern Panama sometimes for 
hours, just to support this historically marginalized 
community. 

Thanks to your generosity, over the past year our 
partners in Mesoamerica have helped preserve 
Indigenous agricultural practices, advocated for the 
protection of young women and girls from forms 
of violence and abuse, and have given Indigenous 
communities the opportunity to empower women, 
protect their culture, and re-invest in themselves.

By supporting Horizons and our partners in all 
these areas, you are a key player in making a 
difference in the lives of thousands of people in 
Mesoamerica, decreasing poverty and increasing 
equality. For that, we are forever grateful.

Rodrigo Konigs, Executive Director  
Horizons of Friendship 
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Our Work in 2023/24  

Creating Hope
Horizons’ wide-ranging projects bring hope to the lives of women, men and children who face 
harsh realities in vulnerable communities in Central America and Mexico. Responding to the needs 
identified by our partners, we offer financial support, advice, training and coordination. We help 
create new income sources, tackle violence against women, teach sustainable agriculture, help keep 
Indigenous cultures and traditions alive, address food and water insecurity, improve health services, 
and so much more. This past year, with your financial help and our partners’ dedication, we were  
able to make a positive difference for many, while fostering hope for the future.  

Camilo Reyes is an 
Indigenous teacher and leader 
in the Ngäbe-Buglé region of 
Panama. He continues to work 
alongside Horizons’ partner 
ACUN, to pass down ancestral 
knowledge of the land, people, 
and language. He is involved 
in the implementation of the 
hen project, increasing protein 
through egg production and 
empowering the women of 
the communities who act as 
caretakers of the hens. 
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Guatemala: Horizons continues to work with our partner PIES to support young survivors of  
sexual abuse through our Safe Haven Project. This year, we introduced entrepreneurship work- 
shops, such as baking, hairstyling, esthetics, embroidery, and jewelry-making, to allow 1,013  
survivors to succeed financially in the future. 

Mexico: Our partner DESMI is working with Indigenous families to increase food sustainability in  
the Chiapas area, through creative projects like family gardens, chicken coops, bakeries, etc. This  
year, the number of families participating rose to 347, from an initial estimate of 269. 

El Salvador: 40 women and 35 men are working to build a soccer field in the Lower Lempa region, 
with the help of our partner ACUDESBAL. The soccer field will help keep youth safe from gang 
recruitment and act as a hub for community activities. 

Panama: A hen project in three communities, supported by our partner, ACUN, is underway to 
provide a sustainable protein source, and allow women to contribute to their communities and  
share their knowledge.

Costa Rica: Horizons is supplying pipelines to ensure 450 families have fresh water every day, as  
part of our partner ASADA’s project to bring water to 5,000 families. 

Guatemala: Horizons continues to support midwives after our highly successful five-year Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health Project (MNCH). Our partner, PIES, is providing education and training, 
and re-supplying midwives with vital tools and resources. 

El Salvador: This year, we welcomed a new partner, Los Angelitos, which supports children and 
young adults with disabilities who have little access to education and health services. Horizons 
is financially supporting seven individuals to access various levels of education.

Veronica Mazariegos 
is currently working with our 
project partner PIES in Guatemala, 
supporting traditional midwives 
providing maternal, newborn, and 
child health care. As a midwife herself, 
she has 10 years experience conducting 
knowledge exchanges related to 
prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum 
care, and newborn care. She is an 
Indigenous woman and mother 
who speaks Spanish and K’iche, and 
delivers information that is culturally 
relevant to fellow midwives.

Highlights of 2023/24 
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Beatriz, lives in a remote region of 
El Salvador and has Down Syndrome 
and is a diabetic. She has had little 
access to health care and education like 
many disabled in the country. Our new 
partner, Los Angelitos, which works 
to ensure those with disabilities have a 
place in society, has been teaching her 
life skills like cooking, cleaning, personal 
care, reading, and writing. Los Angelitos 
is making an extremely positive impact 
on Beatriz’s life and many young 
individuals like her.  

23,956   
men, women, youth and children 
directly benefitted from   
Horizons’ work.

326,046   
men, women, youth and children 
indirectly benefitted from  
Horizons’ work. 

   

Horizons Board & Staff 2023/24
Board of Directors
Dr. Paul Caldwell

Dr. Patti Tracy 

Mike Dupuis

Garnet Ward

Paul Burnham

Sharee Bhaduri

Beverley Burke

Daniela Leal

Dr. Bill Moebus

Dr. Anna Tucka
 

Staff
Megan Botha – Manager, Community   
   Engagement and Partnerships
Marcus Ellsworth – Financial Analyst
Bessie Hodder – Coordinator, Migrant  
   Program and Community Outreach
Rodrigo Konigs – Executive Director
Amy MacGillivray – Coordinator,   
   Volunteer Engagement and Thrift Store
Christine Remington – Business  
   Administrator
Erin Williams – Manager, Business 
   and Donor Relations

Our partners have worked 
tirelessly to reach some of the 
most marginalized and vulnerable 
communities in Central America 
and Mexico.
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Horizons of Friendship gratefully acknowledges the generous support 
of the following donors during the 2023-2024 fiscal year. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Vancity Community Foundation

Legacy Gifts 
Gordon Willson  
The Estate of Fredrick Manson

Annual Giving Circles   
$10,000 + The “Ahaw” Circle (The Leaders) 
Agnes Faraci
Margueritta Kluensch

$5,000- $9,999 The “Eagle” Circle  
(The Wise Ones)
Kevin Whaley

$2,500-$4,999  The “OC” Circle  
(The Community Champions)
John B. Duffy 
Madeline Lunney 
Carol White	

$1,000-$2,499 The “Chicchan” Circle  
(Rainmakers) 
Rick Arnold
Brendan & Patricia Barnet
William Barnett
Noreen Brasier
Beverley Burke
Mona Culham
Teresa Donnelly
Edward & Jayne Durkin
Anne Wright Gedcke
Joanne Gillies
Fred Hainsworth
Monica Ishihara
Audrey Kenny
Estate of Frederick Manson
Theresa M. Johnson
David Morrison
John M. Murtaugh
Linda Slavin
David Sutherland
Cathy Wenuk
J. Douglas Woods

The”Amigos” Circle (The Seeds) 
Many thanks to the 192 donors who
have made a monthly commitment
to Horizons of Friendship.

Organizational	  
Acme Electric (Port Hope) Limited
Agape Catholic Charities Fund held at  
   Vancouver Foundation
Basilian Fathers of Toronto
Benefaction Foundation
Calgary Foundation
Campbell Webster Foundation
CanadaHelps.org
Canadian Staff Union (CSU) Ontario Solidarity Fund
Community Foundation for Kingston and Area
Congregation de Notre-Dame
Congregation Des Soeurs Mariste
Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
Freyvogel-Preiswerck Ltd.
Elinor Gill Ratcliffe, C.M.,O.N., LLD (hc)
Grey Sisters of The Immaculate Conception
Link Charity Canada Ink.
Liuna Local 183
Local Union 343 United Steelworkers Hall
Luke Four Foundation
Lynch Rutherford Tozer
McLean Foundation
Northumberland Federation of Agriculture
Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association
Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation
Ontario Teachers Federation 
OPSEU/Social Justice Fund
Ottawa Community Foundation
Part Time CFO Services 
Patricia M. St Mary’s Catholic W. League
Pay Pal Charitable Giving Fund
Peterborough K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
R. Howard Webster Foundation
RL Holdings Inc.
Roncalli International Foundation
Rotary Club of Northumberland Sunrise 
Rotary Club of Port Hope
School Sisters of Notre Dame
Sisters of Charity - Halifax
Sisters of Instruction of the Child Jesus
Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada
Sisters of St. Martha
The  Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Church of St. Peter
The Daly Foundation
The Peter Gilgan Foundation
The Pindoff Family Charitable Foundation
Toronto Foundation
United Way Centraide
USW Steelworkers Humanity Fund

REVENUES EXPENDITURES

Horizons of Friendship Revenues and 
Expenditures Year Ended March 31, 2024

Note: The source for the figures are from the unaudited financial statements for the year ending March 31, 2024. Copies of the full audited financial statements are available at www.horizons.ca.

REVENUES EXPENDITURES

REVENUES	 $	 %
Foundations	                        431,865 	 49.81
General Donations	                      132,600 	 15.29  
Endowment Capital Funds	             107,064	 12.35
Monthly Donations	                           73,438 	 8.47 
Investment & Miscellaneous Income	         64,085 	 7.39
Thrift Shop	                           58,050 	 6.69
               			 

EXPENDITURES 		
Program Expenditures	                       545,635 	 62.93 
Operating	                           162,692 	 18.76
Administration	                        135,243 	 15.60
Thirft Shop	                           23,532 	 2.71

TOTAL	                                                   867,102

TOTAL	                                                    867,101

Bequests a Gift for the Future

For decades, individuals like you have 
shown unwavering commitment to Ho-
rizons of Friendship, providing essential 
support to empower communities in 
Central America and Mexico. Your gener-
osity has helped to create transformative 
change, enabling people to overcome the 
systemic barriers that too often confine 
them to the margins of society.

But the fight to lift people out of poverty 
continues. We are seeing firsthand how 
rising poverty rates, increasing gender-
based violence, forced migration, and 
violence against Indigenous Peoples 
negatively impact families, cultures,  
communities, and entire regions.  

A Bequest to Horizons allows your values 
to endure, creating a lasting legacy that 
helps some of the world’s most vulner-
able people. Moreover, a Bequest can 
provide significant tax benefits, reducing 
the federal and provincial taxes owed by 
your estate. We invite you to join others 
in the Horizons community who have 
found deep satisfaction in making a last-
ing impact through their estate planning.

For more information, please contact 
Erin Williams at info@horizons.ca or call 
905-372-5483 ext. 22.

For a full list of donors and event 
sponsors go to www.horizons.ca.


